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The  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1955 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955. 

The  Report  is  compiled  on  the  lines  requested  by  the  Minister 
in  Circular  17/55  of  November  23rd,  1955. 

Appended  to  this  Report  is  the  Report  of  the  work  carried 
out  in  the  Public  Health  Department  as  requested  and  submitted 
to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I propose  to  amplify  and  comment  upon  where  necessary 
such  items  as  would  appear  to  me  to  need  such  treatment. 

SECTION  A 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

R.  V.  Brew,  M.B.,  B.S.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  Time). 
D.  Drakes,  M.R.S.H.,  Sanitary  Inspector  (Full  Time). 

F.  C.  Powell,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  (Full  Time). 

R.  J.  Blandamer,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  (Full  Time). 

The  Committees  concerned  with  matters  of  Public  Health 

are:-  Public  Health  Committee. 

Housing  Committee. 

House  Letting  Committee. 

Water  Augmentation  Committee. 


SECTION  B 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

There  were  198  notifications  of  infectious  disease,  excluding 
Tuberculosis,  during  the  past  year.  As  in  1954  a large  batch  of 
measles  totalling  119  helped  to  swell  the  total.  Whooping  Cough 
with  55  cases  made  up  the  bulk.  Outside  these  two  outbreaks 
there  was  remarkably  little  trouble.  We  were  lucky  to  escape 
with  only  3 cases  of  Poliomyelitis. 

During  the  coming  year  there  is  to  be  a Government 
sponsored  scheme  of  Immunization  against  Poliomyelitis  by  means 
of  a new  Vaccine  perfected  in  this  Country,  and  reputed  to  have 
none  of  the  ill-effects  seen  in  earlier  days  in  another  country. 
Only  a limited  amount  of  material  will  be  available  to  start 
with,  but  parents  will  be  asked  to  put  down  the  names  of  their 
children  on  a waiting  list  for  treatment  when  possible. 

I personally  recommend  that  this  be  done  in  view  of  the 
terrible  possibilities  of  an  attack  of  Polio.,  but  I realize  that  many 
parents  will  have  qualms  as  to  the  safety  of  the  treatment. 

Diptheria  Immunization.  The  number  of  children  in  the 
Clutton  District  who  completed  a full  course  of  Primary  Injections 
in  the  two  six  month  periods  ending  June  and  December  1955 
respectively  were  as  follows 


Under  1 yr. 

Over  1 yr. 

From  2 to  14. 

Total. 

June 

59 

29 

20 

108 

December 

71 

18 

16 

105 

130 

47 

36 

213 

Out  of  the  sixteen  Rural  Districts  in  Somerset,  seven  exceeded 
the  figures  given  above  for  Clutton. 

Reinforcing  Injections  were  given  to  children  above  5 and 
up  to  14  years  of  age  in  160  cases. 

I regret  to  note  that  Clutton  has  dropped  from  sixth  place 
in  1954  to  eighth  place  in  1955. 

I do  not  like  this  trend,  for  it  must  mean  an  increasing 
number  of  children  are  unprotected  against  this  very  terrible  dis- 
ease, and  if  the  numbers  continue  to  increase  we  are  sure  to  see 
a return  of  notifications  of  cases  of  Diptheria. 

In  1954  there  were  258  live  births  in  the  Clutton  District,  and 
In  1955  up  to  December  31st  only  88  children  up  to  the  age  of 
two  years  had  been  immunized.  This  is  an  Immunizaton  Rate  of 
only  34. 1 % 
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As  I Slated  last  year,  Diptheiia  Iiiiiiiunization  materials  com- 
bined with  \^'hooping  Cough  Vaccines  supplied  nowadays  by  the 
Countv  Council.  I recommend  that  it  be  used  in  an  attempt  to 
minimise  the  efi'ects  of  this  distressing  infectious  disease. 

\ accination  against  Smallpox.  During  the  year  only  45 
Primary  and  7 Re-vaccinations  were  completed.  This  again  is 
a dangerouslv  low  percentage  of  the  possibles,  and  is  a grave  threat 
lo  our  present  comparative  immunity  from  Smallpox. 

SECTION  C 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 
LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  UNDER  PART  III 
CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  MOTHERS 
AND  NURSING  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

Is  controlled  by  the  County  Council,  the  work  is  done  through 
the  patient's  own  Doctor  and  the  District  Nurse.  Ante-natal  work 
is  carried  out  by  them  or  at  ante-natal  clinics  generally  situated  in 
the  local  available  hospitals.  Patients  are  encouraged  to  report 
to  one  or  both  in  the  early  months,  in  order  that  these  preliminary 
examinations  can  be  executed  and  conducted  at  regular  intervals. 

Patients  can  have  their  babies  either  at  home  or  in  a hospital, 
in  the  former  case  being  attended  by  their  own  nurse  and  doctor. 

They  remain  under  their  care  for  six  weeks,  or  more  if  needed. 

In  many  areas  there  are  Welfare  Clinics  to  continue  the 
health  supervision  of  the  child  until  it  is  five  years  of  age  and 
starts  school.  In  addition,  the  mother  and  child  are  visited  at 
intervals  by  their  District  Nurse  who  can  summon  the  Doctor  when 
needed. 

'The  scheme  works  extremely  well  and  there  has  been  no  need 
for  modifications  since  its  inception  in  1948. 

HE.ALTH  VISITING  is  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Council 
and  is  done  by  Nurses  on  the  County  Staff.  They  appear  to  visit 
all  cases  of  Tuf)erculosis  and  cases  of  bad  housing  conditions  with 
or  without  overcrowding.  The  result  is  frequently  a letter  to  your 
M.O.H.  demanding  a Council  House  for  the  householder. 

HOME  NURSING  SERVICE — conducted  by  the  District 
Nurses.  No  special  staff  in  this  area. 

\ ACCINATION  AND  IMMUNIZATION  are  carried  out 
bv  the  General  Practitioners  under  a scheme  supervised  by  the 
County  Council.  Children  up  to  5 years  of  age  can  be  Immunized 
against  Diptheria  by  their  own  Doctor.  This  involves  2 injections 
at  intervals  of  4 weeks  of  A.P.T.  supplied  by  the  County  Authority. 
From  5 to  14  years  whilst  the  child  is  at  school  a further  bolstering 
dose  is  given  by  the  County  School  Medical  OfTicer  when  visiting 
the  .School. 
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'This  service  has  almost  eliminated  Diptheria  from  the  List  of 
Infectious  Diseases.  I cannot  remember  when  I last  saw  a case 
and  the  figures  for  the  whole  Country  are  a magnificent  testimony 
to  the  efficiency  of  “Preventive  Medicine”. 

VACCINATION  is  available  to  all  persons  of  all  ages  by  their 
own  Doctor  under  a County  Council  Scheme.  Payment  for  both 
services  to  the  Doctor  is  by  the  Somerset  County  Council. 

I regret  to  say  that  in  my  experience  Vaccination  is  not  used 
as  thoroughly  as  it  should  be. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE  including  the  provision  of  free 
transport  for  those  unable  to  travel  by  public  transport.  The 
service  is  excellent  and  a great  boon  to  the  sick  and  injured.  The 
Staffs  are  unfailingly  prompt  and  helpful  and  a special  word  of 
thanks  is  due  to  them  for  the  excellent  work  they  do  and  the  way 
they  do  it. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE.  In  this  District  it  is  run 
by  the  W.V.S.  It  is  of  great  assistance  to  the  sick  and  aged  sick. 
Unfortunately  the  supply  of  Helps  is  not  large;  I wish  it  could  be 
augmented,  for  the  work  they  do  is  badly  needed  and  greatly 
appreciated. 

INSTITUTIONAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  THE 
AGED  SICK.  Although  I do  not  know  of  any  increase  in  the 
number  of  available  beds  in  this  District  or  in  its  near  neighbours, 
I am  bound  to  admit  that  my  personal  experience  in  the  last  year 
has  been  rather  less  troublous,  although  I have  had  too  many 
cases  having  to  wait  too  long  for  admission. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  provision  for  immediate 
admission  of  emergency  cases  coming  under  the  heading  of  Aged 
Sick  as  distinct  from  Chronic  Sick. 

SECTION  D 
WATER  SUPPLY 

1 he  Summer  of  1955  was  a very  dry  one,  and  the  provision 
of  an  adequate  quality  to  the  District  was  a constant  worry.  At 
the  peak  of  the  shortage  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Company  kindly 
came  to  our  rescue,  and,  by  laying  a great  length  of  temporary 
main  in  record  short  time,  were  able  to  boost  our  supplies  from 
the  Harptree  Scheme  sufficiently  for  us  to  avoid  any  serious 
sliortage. 

The  quality  of  water  supplied  has  been  universally  good.  The 
additional  supplies  to  Clutton  have  helped  greatly. 

As  before,  there  has  been  a great  deal  of  trouble  with  tem- 
[)orary  shortages  and  Mr.  Drakes  and  his  staff  are  to  be  congra- 
tulated on  the  way  they  overcame  their  problems. 
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SECTION  E 
HOUSING 


It  would  appear  that  in  certain  Parishes  almost  enough  new 
houses  have  been  built,  whereas  some  others  are  urgently  in  need 
of  large  numbers.  I would  particularly  specify  Paulton  and 
Stanton  Drew;  in  each  case  the  hold-up  has  not  been  the  fault  of 
the  Local  Authority,  but  that  is  cold  comfort  for  the  inhabitants 
in  urgent  need  of  accommodation. 

During  the  year  the  emphasis  has  been  on  the  need  to  im- 
plement the  Slum  Clearance  Act,  and  with  that  object  certain 
small  areas  have  been  inspected  and  scheduled  for  demolition. 

A great  deal  of  work  has  been  done  by  Mr.  Drakes’  Depart- 
ment along  these  lines,  and  it  is  hoped  to  do  more  in  the  ensuing 
four  or  five  years.  We  still  have  a large  amount  of  derelict  and 
ageing  property  in  the  District  which  will  be  dealt  with  as  occasion 
arises. 

Details  of  the  Housing  work  done  during  two  years  appears 
in  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SECTION  F 
FOOD  POISONING 

No  serious  epidemic  has  occurred. 


SECTION  G 
MILK 

.•\11  that  I said  in  my  previous  report  holds  good  today  except 
that  there  seems  to  have  been  some  hitch  in  the  affairs  of  T.T. 
Attested  herds.  October  1954  has  come  and  gone  but  there  are 
quite  a number  of  cowkeepers  who  still  produce  and  sell  milk  from 
herds  and  buildings  which  are  the  same  in  every  respect  as  they 
were  twelve  months  ago  or  longer. 

Nevertheless  the  Milk  produced  throughout  this  area  is 
abundant  and  of  good  quality  and  is  produced  under  ever 
improving  conditions. 

OTHER  INDUSTRIES  remain  as  in  the  past.  I know 
of  no  new  ones  except  perhaps  the  production  of  water  from  the 
Chew  Valley  Lake.  This  vast  project  is  now  nearing  completion 
and  is  already  supplying  large  quantities  of  water  daily  to  Bristol. 
It  has  up  to  date  employed  a lot  of  local  labour. 
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SECTION  H 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

Those  licensed  by  the  Council  in  1954  are  still  in  operation. 
They  are  well  constructed  and  kept  scrupulously  clean.  The 
proprietors  are  all  co-operative  and  amenable  to  suggestions  for 
improvement.  There  is  little  wrong  with  that  side  of  the  business 
but  during  the  past  year  there  has  been  considerable  trouble  over 
the  drainage  from  some  of  the  establishments.  Many  efforts  have 
been  made  to  improve  matters  but  not  entirely  with  success. 
Complaints  are  still  received  of  offensive  smells. 

This  trouble  is  not  confined  to  the  Clutton  District.  It  is 
in  fact  widespread,  and  so  far  none  of  the  experts  consulted 
by  your  staff  has  been  able  to  produce  a certain  cure.  During  the 
summer,  in  the  company  of  Mr.  Barwick  and  Mr.  Drakes,  I 
visited  two  of  the  latest  plants  at  Taunton.  I think  I may  say  that 
none  of  us  were  very  impressed.  In  the  meanwhile,  we  are  doing 
all  we  can  to  obviate  any  public  nuisance  and  we  have  received 
very  loyal  help  from  the  Owners.  Certain  plans  proposed  for  the 
future  should  help  enormously. 

May  I again  draw  your  attention  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
inspection  work  carried  out  by  Mr.  Drakes  and  his  staff.  Every 
single  carcase  of  meat  is  inspected  at  the  place  of  slaughter  before 
being  released  for  sale  to  the  public,  and  all  diseased  or  suspected 
meat  is  held  and  condemned  and  finally  disposed  of.  Details  of 
this  work  in  Mr.  Drakes’  report  make  interesting  reading. 


SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Area  in  acres  : 42,645 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population:  17,310. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Books:  5,512. 
Rateable  Value  and  sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate:  £76267, 
and  £293  respectively. 


i:xi  RACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 


Estimated  population  (Mid-year):-  17,310 
Comparability  Factors  Births:  1.05 

Deaths:  .88 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

132 

119 

251 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

134 

121 

255 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  population: 
(last  year) 

15.13 

14.90 

.Still  Birtlis 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

3 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

4 

3 

7 

Rate  of  still  birth  per  1,000  live  births:  27.47 

(last  year)  : 19.37 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age:-— 

Legitimate  1 1 2 

Illegitimate  — — 

1 1 2 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age: — 

Legitimate  1 1 2 

Illegitimate  — — — 

1 1 2 
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Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  are  divided  as  follows: — 

Under  one  week 
One  to  four  weeks: 

One  to  six  months: 

Six  to  twelve  months 

Total  2 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases: — 


Disease  Total 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Dysentry 

Whooping  Cough 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Food  Poisoning  (Salmonella  group) 

Malaria 


Cases  Notified 
119 

1 

3 

4 
35 

5 

6 
3 
1 
1 

198 


Last  year  when  we  had  3 cases  of  measles,  the  total  was  99. 


Tuherculosis: 


Respiratory  Form: 
Non-respiratory  Form: 


12  (3  deaths) 
1 (1  death) 
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Deaths  from  all  causes: 


Disease 

Male 

Female 

luberculosis — Respiratory 

3 

— 

T.B. — Others 

- 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm  of  Stomach 

9 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Lung  or  Bronchus 

4 

2 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Breast 

— 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Uterus 

— 

1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

13 

10 

Leukaemia. 

— 

1 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

V’ascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

12 

16 

Coronary  Disease,  angina 

18 

8 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

27 

15 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

5 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

13 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

8 

2 

Ldcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

1 

H\perplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

6 

9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

Suicide 

— 

1 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

1 

— 

Total 

3 

1 

11 

6 

3 

1 

23 

1 

3 

28 

26 

3 

42 

8 

6 

15 

10 

3 

3 

1 

2 

15 

2 

1 

1 


129  89  218 


Death  rate  equals  12.53  per  1.000  population. 
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Comments: 


A summary  of  the  List  of  Causes  of  Death  shows; — - 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  all  other  Circulatory  diseases  totalled 
107  (almost  half)  of  the  total  deaths. 


Cancer  in  all  its  forms  44 

Cancer  of  the  Lung  6 

Chest  Diseases  31 

Tuberculosis  4 


(2.7  per  cent,  of  all  deaths). 


rhere  were  no  deaths  from  Infectious  Disease  and  none  from 
Pregnancy  or  Child  Birth. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  and  admi- 
ration to  Mr.  Drakes  and  his  staff  for  the  mass  of  work  they  get 
through  with  skill  and  precision,  and  for  their  unfailing  help  and 
tact  in  dealing  with  myself  and  the  public  in  general. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  V.  BREW,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
For  the  Year  1955 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fourth  Annual  Report  and 
Summary  of  the  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  area. 

The  work  carried  out  in  the  Health  Department  during  the 
year  ended  31st  December  1955,  is  detailed  under  the  various 
subject  Headings  which  follow: — 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Council’s  water  supply  undertaking  continued  to  expand 
during  the  year,  the  number  of  domestic  consumers  increasing  by 
130,  and  the  meter  consumers  increased  by  40  to  a total  of  1017. 
Twenty-three  premises  were  connected  to  mains  supply  in  lieu  of 
well  water. 


The  length  of  distribution  mains  of  diameters  from  8"  to  2" 
in  the  district  is  now  over  93  miles,  and  when  it  is  remembered 
that  over  45  per  cent  of  this  length  is  more  than  45  years  old,  the 
problem  of  maintenance  and  supply  difficulties  can  be  appreciated. 

Mains  extensions  completed  during  the  year  were: — 


3"  diameter  404  yds. 
3"  „ 237  yds. 

3"  ,,  357  yds. 

2''  „ 330  yds. 

li"  „ 330  yds. 

3"  „ 507  yds. 


Timsbury  Housing  Site. 

High  Littleton  Housing  Site. 
Clutton  Housing  Site. 

Stanton  Drew,  Sandy  Lane. 
Dundry,  Chew  Magna. 

Paulton,  Purnell  Housing,  Site. 


Total  1,505  yds. 
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MAINTENANCE  and  WASTE  DETECTION 
and  PREVENTION 


Burst  mains  numbered  15  during  the  year  and  85  services 
were  renewed  and  57  meters  changed.  The  whole  of  the  repairs 
and  maintenance,  and  installation  of  new  connections  was  carried 
out  by  your  direct  labour  staff  of  three,  which  is  provided  with  a 
25  cwt.  van  equipped  as  a travelling  workshop. 


• Waste  prevention  and  detection  measures  revealed  a total  of 
718  leaks  due  to  the  following  causes: — 

Underground  wastes  224 

Ball  valves  leaking  260 

Taps  leaking  124 

Burst  pipes  ...  110 

lliese  matters  were  reported  to  property  owners  and  tenants 
and  repaired. 

Night  tests  were  also  carried  out  at  regular  intervals  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  night  consumption  and  control  undue 
waste. 

The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  remained  good  and 
chlorination  is  carried  out  of  all  water  before  Distribution. 

Samples  were  taken  as  follows: — 
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^\■ater  supplied  by  the  Council  is  hard,  i.e. 

East  Harptree  Scheme  290  parts  per  million. 
Downside  Seheme  230  parts  per  million. 


The  statistical  information  regarding  the  Council’s  Water 
Cndertaking  is  as  follows — 

Population  of  Statutory  Area  17,389 

Population  supplied  into  houses  15,064 

Population  supplied  by  stand-pipes  756 

Potal  population  directly  supplied  15,820 

Population  without  piped  supplies  1,569 


Parish 

Pop. 

1955 

Population  supj 

! into  ; by 

houses  standpipes 

Dlied 

Total 

Cameley 

498 

475 

11 

486 

Chelwood 

135 

128 

— ■ 

128 

Chew  Magna 

1,016 

863 

— 

863 

Chew  Stoke 

750 

678 

— 

678 

Chilcompton 

740 

622 

58 

680 

Clutton 

1,310 

1,186 

^ 74 

1,260 

Compton  Martin 

485 

339 

1 ^ 

345 

East  Harptree 

582 

492 

492 

Fannborough 

998 

849 

100 

949 

Farrington  Gurney 

700 

680 

20 

700 

High  Littleton 

1,104 

1,012 

' 52 

1,064 

Hinton  Blewett 

174 

143 

! 

! 143 

Litton 

208 

138 

138 

Xempnett 

197 

143 

— 

143 

Norton  Mai  reward 

229 

215 

— 

215 

Paulton 

3,157 

2,847  , 

, 190 

3,037 

Publow 

868 

771  ! 



771 

Stanton  Drew 

555 

458 

32 

490 

Ston  Easton 

511 

445 

12 

457 

Stowey-Sutton 

737 

695  : 

— 

695 

Timsbun,' 

L689 

1,416 

201 

1,617 

l^blev 

315 

219 

— 

219 

AVest  Harptree 

443 

250 

250 

Totals 

17,389 

15,064 

756 

15,820 
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Average  Consumption  1955 

Water  purchased  from  Downside  Abbey  ...  298,000  g.p.d. 

Water  purchased  from  Norton  Radstock  U.D.C.  41,000  g.p.d. 
Water  purchased  from  Bristol  Waterworks  Co.,  195,000  g.p.d. 
Water  obtained  from  Pitt  Farm  & Townsend  Spring  167,000  g.p.d. 

Total  ...  701,000  g.p.d. 

Water  Supplied 

In  statutory  area — All  purposes  687,295  g.p.  24  hours 
Outside  statutory  area — 

Bulk  supply  to  Bathavon  R.D.C.  5,360  g.p.d. 

„ ,,  ,,  Bristol  W.W.  Co.  8,000  g.p.d. 

Direct  supply  given 

Axbridge  R.D.C.  area  345  g.p.d. 

Total  supplied  ...  ...  ...  701,000  g.p.d. 

Sources,  Plant,  Etc. 

The  rainfall  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  year  was  well  below 
average  and  this  fact  coupled  with  a very  hot  summer  and  low 
rainfall  during  the  months  of  July,  August,  September  and 
October  necessitated  emergency  arrangements  to  supplement 
the  source  of  supply.  In  July,  the  Bristol  Waterworks  Com- 
pany laid  f mile  of  overland  mains  from  Widcombe  to  the  Harp- 
tree  Reservoir  at  very  short  notice  and,  in  addition  to  preventing 
a breakdown  in  supply  ensured  an  adequate  supply  to  the  whole  of 
the  East  Harptree  supply  area  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  This 
emergency  supply  was  in  use  from  30th  July  to  10th  November, 
1955." 

The  bulk  supply  from  the  Downside  Authorities  was  cut 
|)ecause  of  shortage  from  the  21st  of  July  until  the  end  of  the- 
year.  The  duration  of  the  cuts  varied  from  8 hours  during  the 
night  until  at  the  worst  period  15  hours  out  of  the  24.  This  re- 
sulted in  acute  shortages  in  the  Parishes  of  High  Littleton,  Tims- 
bury,  Farmborough,  Paulton.  A measure  of  relief  was  made 
possible  by  an  emergency  connection  to  the  Bath  Corporation’s 
main  at  Marksbury  which  ensured  an  adequate  supply  for  the 
Parish  of  Farmborough  during  the  emergency  period.  This  supply 
commenced  on  the  8th  September  and  was  still  in  use  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 
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The  co-operation  and  the  assistance  of  neighbouring  Under- 
takers sometimes  at  very  sliort  notice  cannot  he  spoken  of  too 
liighly. 

'The  usual  routine  maintenance  has  been  carried  out  to  the 
Reservoirs,  Pumping  Stations  and  no  serious  breakdown  of  equip- 
ment occurred  during  the  year. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  as  recorded  at  Townsend  Pumping 
Station,  East  Harptree  was  34.34  inches  as  against  50. bb  ins.  in 
1954. 

SFT\ERAGE  AND  SEWACiE  DISPOSAL 

During  the  \ear,  the  sewage  disposal  works  and  sewers  foi- 
part  of  the  Parish  of  Glutton  were  completed,  the  Timsbury  Sew- 
age Disposal  works  were  completely  reconstructed  and  sewage 
disposal  works  and  sewers  for  part  of  the  Parish  of  Stanton  Drew 
were  also  completed.  Sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  are  pro- 
posed for  the  Parishes  of  Farmborough  and  Paul  ton.  The  total 
number  of  plants  to  be  maintained  and  serviced  is  now  44  and 
this  work  is  carried  out  by  two  full-time  employees  using  a 5 cwt. 
Ford  Van. 

The  emptying  of  septic  tanks  and  settlement  tanks  on  Council 
owned  plants  is  carried  out  by  Contract.  Private  properties  are 
dealt  with  by  Contractors  engaged  direct  by  householders. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  in  Paulton  have  been  maintained 
in  good  repair. 

.\  total  of  133  supervisory  inspections  were  made  in  respect 
of  sewage  works,  sewers  and  sanitary  conveniences. 

DRAINAGE 

During  the  year  50  conversions  were  carried  out  to  provide 
water  closets  in  various  Parishes  and  70  Bathrooms  or  improve- 
ments to  water  carriage  drainage  were  provided  to  existing 
properties. 

All  new  drainage  work  is  inspected  and  tested  by  your  staff 
During  1955,  the  number  of  such  lengths  of  drains  tested  was  92. 

Faulty  existing  drains  and  the  resulting  nuisances  take  a lot 
of  time.  During  the  year  the  number  of  such  investigations  was 
93.  In  addition,  24  complaints  regarding  water  courses,  ponds, 
etc.,  in  such  a state  to  be  prejudicial  to  health  were  investigated 
and  followed  up. 

HOUSING  AND  BUILDING  DEVELOPMENT 

During  the  year,  the  Council  completed  43  houses  and  93  were  in 
course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Private  enterprise  was 
responsible  for  the  erection  of  35  new  dwellings  with  26  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Since  the  1st  of  April,  1945, 
the  Council  have  erected  519  dwellings  and  private  enterprise  185. 
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All  new  building  work  in  the  district  is  inspected  regularly 
during  construction.  A total  of  360  inspections  were  made  for 
this  purpose. 

107  visits  were  made  chiefly  on  the  site  to  give  advice  to 
individuals  proposing  to  carry  out  works  which  required  byelaw 
3.nd/or  planning  approval  and  the  submission  of  plans. 
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Details  of  plans  dealt  with  during  the  year  together  with 
comparative  figures  for  1954  are  as  follows: — 

lABLE  OF  PLANS  RECEIVED  AND  DEALT  WITH 
I NDER  THE  BYELAWS  AND  TOWN  AND  COUNTRY 
PLANNING  ACTS  AND  ORDERS 


1954  1955 


Type  of  buildings 

Plans 

Buildings 

Plans 

Buildings 

1. 

Council  Houses  including  outline 

1 

6 

4 

i 80 

0 

Private  Houses  applications. 

108 

155 

114 

214 

3. 

Additions  and  alterations  to  houses. 

79 

89 

93 

96 

4. 

Conversions  to  houses. 

3 

5 

4 

6 

5. 

Farm  Buildings 

23 

24 

19 

i 20 

f). 

Factories,  including  alterations  and 

additions. 

10 

11 

10 

! 

: 10 

7. 

Temporary  Buildings  & Moveable 

Dwellings 

8 

8 

7 

7 

8. 

Licensed  Premises,  including 

alterations  and  additions 

2 

4 

9 

9 

0 

Shops,  including  additions  and 

alterations 

7 

9 

6 1 

6 

10. 

Petrol  .Stations  and  Garages 

3 

3 

7 

7 

11. 

Local  .Authority  (Bus’  shelters, 

Sewers,  Water  Schemes,  Schools,  etc.) 

15 

17 

18 

18 

12. 

Statutory  L^ndertakers 

f Electricity  Boards,  etc.) 

21 

20 

28 

29 

13. 

Private  Garages 

1 

20 

21 

23  1 

23 

14. 

1 

Advertisements  ' 

3 ! 

3 

10  1 

10 

15. 

Public  Halls  and  Buildings, 
alterations  and  additions 

2 

2 

5 i 

5 

Total 

305 

377 

357 

546 
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SMALL  DWELLINGS  ACQUISITION  ACTS 
1899  — 1949 

ITe  Council  administer  the  provisions  of  the  above  Acts  in 
their  District.  Durng  the  year  16  cases  were  dealt  with,  surveys 
and  valuations  carried  out,  and  in  10  cases  advances  were  made. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS— HOUSING  ACT,  1949 

56  applications  for  improvement  grant  for  57  dwellings  were 
received  and  dealt  with  during  the  year.  All  were  approved  as 
follows: — 

Ghilcompton 
Glutton 
Farmborough 
Ston  Easton 
Publow 
Chew  Magna 
Timsbury 
Paulton 
Chew  Stoke 
West  Harptree 
High  Littleton 
East  Harptree 
Stanton  Drew 
Stowey-Sutton 
Compton  Martin 
Norton  Malreward 

Fhe  hnancial  details  of  these  are  as  follows 
1,  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Improvement 


Grants  have  been  approved  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

2.  Number  of  such  dwellings  owner/occupied  ...  ...  39 

3.  Number  of  such  dwellings  occupied  by  tenants  ...  18 

4.  Total  of  ‘‘approved  expenditure”  ...  ...  ...  £35,001 

5.  Total  of  approved  Grants  ...  ...  ...  £14,058 

6.  Average  Grant  per  dwelling  ...  ...  ...  £247 

7.  'Eotal  expenditure  to  be  incurred  by  owners  in  respect 

of  repairs,  improvements  and  professional  fees  £20,953 


8.  Average  expenditure  to  be  incurred  by  owners  (as 

compared  with  average  grant  of  £247  per  dwelling)  £367 

HOUSING  RURAI.  WORKERS  ACTS  1926  — 42 

16  Premises  were  inspected  during  the  year,  and  the 
appropriate  certificates  rendered  to  the  Somerset  County  Council 
l()r  the  pimposes  of  the  Acts. 


6 

3 
2 
8 
8 

4 
2 
4 
1 

4 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 
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HOUSING 


I'he  Government  have  asked  for  details  of  the  Slum  Clearance 
problem  in  the  District  and  emphasised  that  during  the  next  period 
of  vears  concerted  action  is  to  be  taken  to  clear  slum  properties. 

'rhe  information  supplied  to  the  Ministry  was  as  follows: — 

(1)  Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district  5512 

(2)  Total  number  of  permanent  dwellings  owned  by  the 

Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1161 

(3)  Estimated  number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
within  the  meaning  of  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Repairs 
and  Rents  Act  1954,  and  suitable  for  action  under  Sect. 

11  or  Sect.  25  of  the  Housing  Act  1936  ...  ...  583 

(4)  Period  in  years  which  the  Council  think  necessary  for 

securing  the  demolition  of  all  the  houses  above  (3)  15 

(5)  Number  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  and  already 

covered  by  operative  clearance  or  compulsory  purchase 
orders  or  owned  by  the  Council  ...  ...  ...  374 

(6)  Number  of  houses  under  (3)  to  be  demolished  in  the 

hrst  hve  years.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  200 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  employ  one  full-time  Rodent  Operator  and  the 
standard  of  control  is  high.  The  treatment  of  fanns  is  no  longer 
carried  out  by  the  A.E.C.  and  has  reverted  to  the  Council. 

A systematic  survey  of  the  district,  Parish  by  Parish,  has 
continued.  Every  house,  business  premises  and  farm  is  surveyed 
and  by  using  this  method  it  is  found  that  the  whole  District  is 
covered  in  approximately  18  months,  and  the  process  is  then  re- 
peated. On  the  receipt  of  reports  of  householders,  treatments  are 
carried  out  anywhere  in  the  district,  and  the  normal  procedure 
is  for  a week’s  survey  to  be  followed  by  a week’s  treatment. 

Local  Authority  sewage  works,  sewers  and  refuse  tips  are 
controlled  and  treated  in  accordance  with  Ministry  requirements. 


Statistical  details  are  as  follows: — 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  the  year  ...  ...  2,266 

Number  of  notifications  received  of  infestations  from 

householders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  385 
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ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES 
'I'otal  nuinher  of  nuisances  investigated  during  the  year  131 
Total  nuinl^er  abated  as  a result  of  informal  action  by 
Sanitary  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

Details  of  nuisances  as  follows — 

X’erminous  and/or  filthy  premises  ...  ...  ...  3 

Animals  or  fowls  kept  in  such  a state  as  to  be  a nuisance  7 
.Accumulation  of  filth  or  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ponds,  ditches  or  watercourses  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Defective  dustbins  or  closet  pans  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drainage  nuisances  as  in  Drainage  Section  proceeding  93 

DISINFECTION  AFTER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Eighteen  Investigations  were  carried  out  after  cases  of  infectious 
disease  had  been  reported.  Disinfection  was  carried  out  where 
requested. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

There  are  no  sites  in  the  district  licensed  for  more  than  one 
dwelling. 

9 Sites  are  licensed  for  the  use  of  a single  moveable  dwelling, 
and  these  are  on  an  annual  basis,  renewable  on  application,  subject 
to  the  compliance  of  the  applicant  with  standard  conditions  re- 
garding Water  Supply,  Drainage  and  Refuse  Disposal  and 
Ancillary  Buildings.  37  Inspections  were  made  of  moveable 
dwelling  sites. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

I'he  following  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared  or  sold  are 


registered  and  regularly  inspected; — 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Shops  selling  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  64 

Butcher  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ...  ...  ...  6 

Milk  Dealers  (Licensed  by  R.D.C.)  ...  9 


All  ice  cream  sold  in  the  District  from  premises  licensed  bv 
the  Council  is  pre-packed.  No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the 
District. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  and  MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  is: — 

Norton  Malreward — One  (wholesale). 

Bishop  Sutton — One  (wholesale). 

Chew  Magna — Tw'o  (for  own  use  only). 

West  Harptree — One  (for  own  use  only). 

Temple  Cloud — One  (for  own  use  only)^ 

High  Littleton — One  (for  own  use  only). 

During  the  year  the  inspection  of  all  carcases  slaughtered  was 
carried  out,  and  the  statistical  information  gives  an  indication  of 
the  amount  of  work  involved  in  this  important  service. 

21 


.'arcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  during  the  year:- 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  the  provisions 
of  the  above  Act  during  the  year  was  29. 

1 Contravention  of  the  Act  was  found. 

The  statistical  information  is  as  follows — 

No.  on  Register  Inspections 

1.  Factories  in  which 
Section  1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 
are  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  1 in  which  Sect.  7 
is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

Defects  found — 

Found 

Sanitary  conveniences 
ai  Insufficient  ...  — 

1)1  L^nsuitable  or 

defective  ...  1 


1 

Outworkers 

Nimiber  of  outworkers  in  August  List — Section  110  (1),  (c) 
Wearing  apparel  (Making)  ...  ...  5 

PUBLIC  SCAVENGING 

The  whole  of  your  District  is  covered  by  the  scavenging 
scheme  carried  out  under  contract  by  the  British  Transport 
Commission. 

The  collection  is  a kerb  side  one  carried  out  weekly,  and  com- 
plaints are  very  few  in  number.  Tips  are  adequately  controlled 
against  vennin  and  fly  breeding. 

PETROL  AND  CARBIDE 

On  31st  December,  1955,  the  amount  of  petrol  stored  under 
licence  had  increased  to  101,000  gallons  in  83  installations. 

31  Retail  Filling  Stations  authorised  to  store — 53,500  gallons. 
52  Private  installations  authorised  to  store — 47,500  gallons. 
The  amount  of  carbide  stored  under  licence  was  20,000  lbs. 
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34 


32 


Remedied 


Remarks 


Referred  by 
H.M.  Inspector 


do. 
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In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  thank  all  the  staff  of  the 
Department  both  inside  and  outside  for  their  co-operation  and 
hard  work. 

During  the  year,  Mr.  F.  Powell  joined  the  staff  as  Additional 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

May  I also  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Members  of  the 
Council,  Mr.  Barwick,  Dr.  Brew  and  all  other  Officers,  for  their 
support  and  confidence. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  DRAKES. 
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